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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: ECAC MESSAGE ON NORTH ATLANTIC 
FARES 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED LATE MARCH 16 FROM ECAC 
SECRETARIAT FOLLOWING MESSAGE WHICH WE WERE 
ASKED TRANSMIT TO DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
BILLER: QUOTE: DEAR MR. BILLER, 
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FURTHER TO OUR TALKS IN LONDON ON 7 MARCH 
AND IN VIEW OF LATEST DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING 
NORTH ATLANTIC FARES TO BE APPLIED FROM 1 APRIL 
1977, 1 HAVE CONSULTED OTHER ECAC MEMBER STATES 
AND AM ABLE TO INFORM YOU THAT WE DO NOT 
NOW FIND IT NECESSARY TO SEND AN ECAC DELEGATION 
TO WASHINGTON DURING THE WEEK BEGINNING 21 MARCH 
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TO MEET WITH UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES AS YOU 
HAD SUGGESTED. 

WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF THE CAB DECISION 
TO ACCEPT THE IATA PACKAGE SAVE FOR A NUMBER OF 
ELEMENTS. WE NOTE WITH SATISFACTION THAT THE CAB 
APPEARS TO HAVE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT THE CONCERN 
WE HAD EXPRESSED BOTH IN OUR FORMER MESSAGES AND 
DURING MY DISCUSSIONS WITH YOU. 

HOWEVER WE ARE DISSATISFIED WITH THE CAB 
DISAPPROVAL OF SUCH ELEMENTS OF THE IATA PACKAGE 
AS NORMAL ECONOMY FARES AND ABOVE ALL WITH THE 
UNILATERAL ACTION THUS TAKEN BY THE CAB IN A 
FIELD WHICH ALSO AFFECTS OTHER STATES. THEREFORE 
WE REITERATE OUR REQUEST TO HAVE, AT THE EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE DATE AND AFTER CAREFUL PREPARATION, HIGH 
LEVEL POLICY DISCUSSIONS WITH UNITED STATES 
REPRESENTATIVES WITH A VIEW TO ESTABLISHING AN 
APPROPRIATE PROCEDURE FOR THE CONSIDERATION AT 
GOVERNMENT LEVEL OF NORTH ATLANTIC FARES. 

I WOULD VERY MUCH WELCOME YOUR SUGGESTIONS 
AS TO THE DATE AND VENUE OF SUCH A MEETING. 

YOURS SINCERELY, 

HANS RABEN 

PRESIDENT OF ECAC END QUOTE. 

GAMMON 
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